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CONEIDENTIAL COTONOU 0007 

EXDIS 

EOR AE/W DIRECTOR SMITH EROM CHARGE THOMPSON 

E.O. 1 1652: GDS 
TAGS: PEOR, DM, US 

SUBJ: APPOINTMENT OE AMBASSADOR TO BENIN 

1. DURING DEC 31 DIPLOMATIC CORPS PRESENTATION OE CONGRATUL- 
ATIONS TO PRESIDENT KEREKOU (NATIONAL PRODUCTION DAY), KEREKOU 
SAID TO ME "PLEASE ASK MR. JIMMY CARTER TO SEND US AN AMBA- 
SSADOR SOON." IN RECENT DAYS I HAVE HAD SIMILAR INQUIRIES FROM 
MINISTERS. 

2. 1 STRONGLY RECOMMEND THAT THE APPOINTMENT OE AN AMBASSADOR 
TO BENIN BE MADE AT THE SAME TIME THAT ENVOYS ARE CHOSEN EOR 
OTHER SMALL AFRICAN COUNTRIES. BY FEBRUARY BENIN WILL HAVE BEEN 
WITHOUT AN AMBASSADOR EOR A YEAR, WHICH I THINK IS AMPLE TIME 
EOR US TO HAVE MADE CLEAR OUR DISPLEASURE OVER THE BENINESE 
GOVERNMENT'S TREATMENT OE AMBASSADOR ENGLE AND ITS BEHAVIOR 
ON THE CHANCERY/RESIDENCE ISSUES. BENINESE BELIEVE THAT SINCE 
BILATERAL RELATIONS HAVE RETURNED TO "NORMAL", IT WOULD BE UN- 
USUAL EOR BENIN NOT TO RECEIVE AN AMBASSADOR AT SAME TIME AS 
OTHER AERICAN COUNTRIES. IE BENIN, EOR WHATEVER REASON, IS LEFT 
AT THE END OE THE QUEUE, IT WILL INTERPRET ITS NEGLECT AS A 
CALCULATED REBUEE ON USG’S PART. 
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3. LIKE MANY OTHER DEVELOPING COUNTRIES BENIN IS LOOKING TOWARD 
CARTER PRESIDENCY AS POSSIBLE DEPARTURE POINT EOR BETTER RE- 
LATIONSHIP WITH US. GIVEN EACT THAT NATURE OF OUR PRESENT 
RELATIONS WITH THE BENINESE IS RELATIVELY POSITIVE, I EEEL WE 
SHOULD ENSURE THAT BENIN, ENFANT TERRIBLE THOUGH IT BE, IS NOT 
THE EORGOTTEN CHILD WHEN THE AERICAN AMBASSADORSHIPS ARE 
ANNOUNCED. 
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